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ABSTRACT

The aim of this paper was to identify the actual situation of special schools for children with
sickness in Finland. Study methods were survey research and literature analysis. The results
were as follows. First, special schools for children with sickness maintained their function as
temporary 'transition support', providing small-group instruction for children who could not
attend in-hospital education or community schools. No transfer procedures were required or
they continued to complete the curriculum of the school they were attending before to hospital
admission. In other words, the aim is to 'return to the local school' as far as possible. At the
same time, special schools also provided community support. Secondly, special schools for
children with sickness are identified as eligible for tertiary support and are guaranteed
individualized learning methods, learning content and specialized support on the basis of an
individual learning plan. In the case of serious illness, they are also eligible for an extension of
compulsory education. From the perspective of promoting inclusive education, Finland's special
schools for children with sickness, which seek to simultaneously pursue regionalism and
specialization, can be seen as an aid to considering the future of education for the special

education for children with sickness.
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