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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to clarify the practice of special needs education in Sweden by
conducting a field survey. The schools visited were those serving grades 0-6 in Boras
municipality. The findings of this study are as follows. Resources are not sufficient not only for
gifted but also for children with low acherber. Therefore, resources tend to be used for children
with relatively weak abilities as special support. The easiest way to deal with gifted children is
to provide them with textbooks from the upper grades for self-study and higher level tasks in
the same class. Teachers supporting fifth graders with a child diagnosis of intellectual
disability were providing learning guarantees through individualized extractive instruction
and the use of software such as Widget. He was pointed out that it is important to guarantee
not only "physical inclusion," where they are together, but also "learning inclusion," where they
learn the same content in different ways. Special support is consisted of the employment of
special teachers and special educators, and in the creation of "extra programs" that go through
the decisions of child health teams. However, it was noted that support for children who do not
reach their goals is often prioritized. The Boras municipality had four "special education
groups" and a hospital school, and was trying to establish a system to address the educational
needs of children in the basic municipality level area. In recent years, the trend seemed to be to
seek guarantees for both specialized and integrated education.

The next section presents the results of the classroom observations. The presentation of
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tasks was varied, so children were able to choose the level of tasks. A variety of learning
methods were allowed, including working alone, asking friends, asking the teacher, solving
with friends, teacher involvement in desk-to-desk instruction, and teacher help to start the
task. Even with common tasks, students were allowed to change the difficulty level and
learning methods, thus guaranteeing a class that responded to diversity. Individualized
instruction was also offered to some students, which was an effort to reduce the difficulty of the

class by allowing students to learn the content in advance.
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