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Consideration on contemporary China with declining birthrate and aging population, and "cycle of care"

—Focusing on the "feed-back style" care advocated by Féi Xiaotong (1910-2005)—
BE F (EaRsHE s m)
ISOBE Kaori
Faculty of Education, Kochi University
ABSTRACT

The "feed-back style" care advocated by the Chinese sociologist Féi Xidotong (1910-2005) represents the parent-
child/family relationship based on traditional Chinese thought. Whether the so-called "cycle of care (nurturing and
support)" within families is contained in modern China, which is experiencing a rapid and serious declining
birthrate and aging population. And will this "feed-back style" care continue to exist in the parent-child relationship
in China? The purpose of this paper is to reconsider these questions using existing research.

As a result, the following three issues were identified.

1. With regard to child rearing, the spread of education based on scientific knowledge has created perfect
mothers who are able to work, do housework, and raise their children. As a result, nurturing has been
externalized to grandparents and parents, which is maintained by the segmentation of nurturing.

2. With regard to the support of the elderly, by law it is the family's duty to support the elderly, and the family
is still fully involved in the support of the elderly. However, external support systems are rapidly being
developed. Further segmentation of support related to support and care may lead to the separation of some
support from the family in the future.

3. Whether the "cycle of care" will be maintained in China in the future. To find out, it is necessary to reconsider
the division of care. In other words, it is necessary to investigate who and for what purpose care is being

separated from the family, and what effects the separation is expected to have on the family.
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