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Learning about local childcare support activities by university students during COVID-19 Pandemic:

Using the method of remote-controlled simulated childcare
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ABSTRACT
The purpose of this study was to examine what students learn from community childcare support
activities conducted by means of remote-controlled simulated childcare. Since 2015, the Early
Childhood Education Course in the Faculty of Education at Kochi University has been
supporting local childcare by providing a playground for pre-school children and their parents
living near the university. However, due to the spread of the COVID-19, it was decided to conduct
simulated childcare activities by remote control. In the remote-controlled simulated childcare, a
scenario was created for a community childcare support activity and students acted out their
roles. And they wrote a reflection report after the activity. The results of this study showed that
students were able to devise environmental configurations in remote-controlled simulated
childcare and reflect on community childcare support activities from the perspective of
supporting parents as well as assisting children. Therefore, the remote-controlled simulated
childcare using the scenario could have been an important learning opportunity for students to

support children and parents in the community.
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