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Inclusion and Development Assistance in the Nordic Countries
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Abstract : The characteristics of development assistance in the Nordic countries were shown to differ
between the Sweden, Norway and Denmark groups and Finland. As a feature of international educational
cooperation on inclusive education, mainly for Africa, the Nordic countries’ emphasis on support for
Africa could be analyzed. Under the inclusive education strategies developed by the governments of the
recipient countries, support by Sweden was envisaged not only for the development of basic education
systems and gender equality, but also for refugee support. The support provided by Norway showed a
contribution in integrated education and locally adapted curriculum development, as Norway has in
principle abolished special schools. The Danish support was broad in scope and domain and envisaged the
use of the country s own educational resources, based on a variety of educational subjects and
educational systems. Support by Finland was envisaged in the form of teacher training, pre-—school
education and a three—tier special support system in Finland. Each country used its own educational
accumulation as an aid for development assistance and international educational cooperation. It was
reaffirmed that it is important for Japan s development assistance to be implemented with the needs of

the requesting country in mind and with an awareness of Japan’ s strengths.
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