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Abstract

Purpose: This study aims to identify the significance for a midwife’s experience with being transferred
and examine individual and organizational challenges in their career paths.

Method: Semi-structured interviews with 10 midwives who had experienced inter-departmental transfers
were conducted and analyzed qualitatively.

Results: Before the transfer, although the respondents were confident as midwives, they were dissatisfied
with the medical care system. They considered transfer or retirement. However, when transfer became a
reality, especially to those who were unexpectedly transferred, they had to “come to terms with the shock™.

After the transfer, they “realized the differences between working at obstetrics and other departments”and

A H 12022456 H30H  ZEH ¢ 20224E10H11H



EHIRFEAR SRS 16515 (2022)

“became aware of themselves as nurses”. They “sometimes hoped to return to a midwifery job or

sometimes gave up.” For some subjects, because of their “unshakable identity” as midwives, felt “lost with

their careers”.

Conclusion: The transfers did not always have positive effects on midwives’ career paths. This survey

suggests that in order to support their career development, transfers

need to be arranged through

discussions with administrators respecting each midwife’s career plan, and in a way to provide opportunities

for professional improvement.

Keywords: Midwife, Transfer, Career Planning, Career Development
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