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The Okinawa Ongaku Soran LPs (“A Survey of Okinawan Music,” 1965) and Okinawan Folk Performing Arts:
The Genres They Contain and Their Designation as a Cultural Property
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ABSTRACT

This paper discusses the production process of the sixteen-LP compilation Okinawa ongaku soran (“A Survey
of Okinawan Music,” Columbia Records, 1965) and the genres of music that it contains. It also examines the
relationship between folk performing arts and the policies of the Government of the Ryukyu Islands (an
autonomous organization of Okinawan residents under American military control from 1952 to 1972) and the
Japanese mainland with regard to the protection of cultural properties. It concludes with the following five
points: First, the compilation was produced jointly by the Tokyo National Research Institute for Cultural
Properties and Columbia Records. On-site recording in Okinawa Prefecture took place over two sessions
between 1964 and 1965. Stereo recording methods were used in these sessions. Second, a classification of the
compilation's 279 tracks based on genre revealed that the predominant genre was festival music, with 83
tracks. A classification based on the location of recording further showed that more tracks were recorded in the
Yaeyama Islands than in the Okinawa Islands and the Miyako Islands. In fact, the greatest number of tracks
were recorded there: 156 tracks, or more than half (57%). Third, the most significant feature of the compilation
is its inclusion of many songs that are sung and danced to in folk performing art spaces. Out of the 279 tracks,
46 (16.5%) fit the category of folk performing arts. Fourth, among the folk arts recorded in the compilation,
kumi odori and Ryukyuan classical music were later designated by Japan as important intangible cultural
properties (in 1972 and 2000, respectively). Fifth, folk performing arts researcher MISUMI Haruo, who wrote
the compilation's liner notes, served as producer, organizer, and supervisor of four Ryukyuan folk art
performances at the National Theatre of Japan between 1967 and 1974. He also gathered young Okinawan
dancers and actors to form the Okinawa Kabudan troupe. He led this troupe to success in Japan, the Soviet
Union, and Europe. For these reasons, Misumi is considered an important figure whose research findings in

Okinawan folk performing arts have influenced both domestic and international stage performances.
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