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A Discography of Ryukyu Tsuru Records:
Activities and History of the Pre-war Label Specializing in Okinawan Music
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ABSTRACT

The aim of this study is to create a discography for Ryukyu Tsuru Records, clarify the actual situation of the
record company specializing in Okinawan music, and delineate the process by which it took shape. Notably,
surviving catalogues were crosschecked for recorded song titles, singers and musicians, genres, disc numbers,
and years of issue. This study has five conclusions, which are stated below. First, Ryukyu Tsuru Records is the
label under which Seikoudo of Naha City in Okinawa Prefecture produced 78rpm SP records between 1926
and 1936. The distribution of the same expanded overseas, from a base in Okinawa Prefecture, with the discs
being exported to Hawaii.Second, Seikoudo entrusted Asahi Gramophone Co. Ltd. of Nagoya with the pressing
of discs for Ryukyu Tsuru Records. Singers and musicians were brought from Okinawa to Asahi Gramophone
in Nagoya to record in their studios.Third, the 207 78rpm SP records sold between 1926 and 1936 contained
349 pieces of music in 52 works (a total of 414 tracks). The most frequently recorded genre was Okinawan
classical music, followed by, in descending order, Okinawan opera, Okinawan folk music, and kumiodori.
Fourth, the most relevant recording artists were Tomihara Seiyu, Takara Chosei, Takara Kanako, Akamine
Kyoko, Tamagusuku Seigi, Nakadomari Kenpo, and Matayoshi Eigi. Fifth, examples of activity related to
Ryukyu Tsuru Records are described. On August 10, 1929, Seikoudo founder, Taira Shinsei, played records of
the kumiodori, Hanauri no En, on a large gramophone to an audience at a Ryukyu classical theater research
symposium. Additionally, North American immigrants of Okinawa heritage who returned to Okinawa in 1931
bought some Ryukyu Tsuru Records discs, which were subsequently enjoyed by the Okinawan community in

North America. These discs were donated to the municipality of Haebaru in Okinawa Prefecture in 1991.
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