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ABSTRACT

In several industries such as the information and communications technology (ICT)
industry, it is possible to set up offices without geographical restrictions using teleworking. In
this study, the characteristics of the location of satellite offices in Kochi Prefecture are clarified
and their factors are discussed. Kochi Prefecture is among the prefectures in Japan that contain
numerous mountainous areas.

In Kochi Prefecture, several projects have been implemented to attract satellite offices from
metropolitan areas. One of these projects targeting mountainous areas has resulted in nine
facilities for office use having been established as of October 2020. Most locations of the firms
using these facilities are located in the mountainous areas of northern and eastern Kochi. Most
of these offices are satellite offices of the ICT industry. Conversely, in the western area of the
prefecture, the facilities are predominantly used by local firms that do not belong to the ICT
industry. The factors causing the concentration of satellite offices in a particular region despite
the similar usage conditions of the facilities are discussed regarding employment and
accessibility.

The location of satellite offices in Kochi Prefecture is pronounced in and around Kochi City
and is limited to locations with relatively easy access to Kochi City from the mountainous areas.
Even if the development of the information and communications infrastructure enables locating
satellite offices in mountainous areas, the proximity to urban areas is expected to affect the

location regarding attracting workers.
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