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A Comparative Study of Inclusive Education at Primary and Secondary Schools in

Nordic Countries and Kikuchi Teaching Method in Japan

Kanako Korenaga
Kochi University Research and Education Faculty Humanities and Social Science Cluster Education Unit,

Kochi Gillberg Neuropsychiatry Centre

Abstract : Inclusive education in primary and secondary schools in Nordic countries is characterized by
the existence of special schools, special classes, schools and classes with support functions as basic
environments, and by the spectrum of reasonable accommodation in regular classes, and by the provision
of support according to various educational needs, not only by disability category. The number of
special schools has been reduced in some countries for democratic and economic reasons, in order to
make it possible for different children to learn together in regular classes. In the regular school
classes, the teachers did not have much time to teach all the students at once, but they provided
individual support during the time of individual tasks with different contents, studied with classmates

and used auxiliary tools and materials when necessary. Kikuchi teaching method in Ino town called as
“Kikuchi Gakuen” presents two points for the establishment of “small-group discussion classes” in both
regular and special classes. These are “dialogue and discussion with action” for learning each other as
point 1, and the abolition of “raising hands, nominating, and answering” as point 2. Teachers aim to
ensure the learning of children with various educational needs as well as disabilities in the classroom.
In order to achieve this, teachers aim to build relationships between children, based on trust between
children and teachers. Therefore, the similarities between the practices in the Nordic countries and
Kikuchi teaching method are considered to be the promotion of inclusive education in regular schools
for all children. The difference between the two is whether the emphasis is on institutional development

or relationship building, and whether they converge on individual or collective learning.
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