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On fossil animals from “Ishizuchi Palec-lake”

Jiro KATTO, ¥ Teruya UYENO¥¥ and Minoru IMAJIMA¥¥

Abstract

In the Eocene Kuma Group distributed in and around the Ishizuchi Range, Shikoku, a lacustrine
deltaic facies has been discriminated on the basis of depositional facies interpretation (KATTO and
TAIRA, 1979). This presumed ancient lake has been called “Ishizuchi Paleo-lake”. This facies
yields abundant plant remains including freshwater aquatic plants and diatoms. Recently, a few
animal fossils were found. They are a fossil fish (cypriniform fish?) and a cast of worm. The
former gives a paleontological evidence to the lithological interpretation but the latter suggests that
this lake might have been influenced by sea-water during her life.

The fish appears to have 19 principal caudal rays, and round posterior edges in the upper and
lower lobes of the caudal fin. This type of the caudal fin is common among the freshwater fish
family Cyprinidae.

The annelid remain is 98 mm in length and 8 mm in width. The body is segmented with
regular intervals. On both sides of each segment, there is a black dot which probably represents
a bundle of finely branched gills. This form indicates that the fossil belongs to one of the
genera of Amphinome, Hermodice, Eurythoe, or Pareurythoe of the family Amphinomidae, Order
Errantia, Class Polychaeta, Phyllum Annelida.

These annelids usually inhabit at the bottom of the warm sea.

* Department of Geology, Faculty of Science, Kochi University, Kochi 780

*F National Science Museum, Tokyo 160
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