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l Coccolithus pelagicus [(Wallich) Schiller

| Discoaster asymmetricus Gartner

D. brouweri Tan Sin Hok

D. challengeri Bramlette and Riedel
D. pentaradiatus Tan Sin Hok
Discolithira japonica Takayama

Gephyrocapsa caribbeanica Boudreaux and Hay
Helicopotosphaera kamptnerii Hay and Mohler
Reticulofenestra pseudoumbilica (Gartner) Gartner
Pseudoemiliania lacunosa (Kamptner) Gartner
Sphenolithus abies Deflandre

Rhabdosphaera clavigera Murray and Blackman

> > > O OOV IV VDT>

A: Abundant, C: Common, R: Rare
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Reevaluation project of the Tonohama Group — a preliminary report —

Jiro KATTO%¥, Yokichi TAKAYANAGI¥¥, Koichiro MASUDA¥#
Asahiko TAIRA* and Makoto OKAMURA¥*

The Tonohama Group in the Muroto Peninsula is famous for its fossiliferous strata including the
world - known Nobori Formation. This group contains the important and continuous Late Pliocene
stratigraphic succession which has drawn much attention from biostratigraphic points of view. A
wide-scoped stratigraphic project which includes biostratigraphy, paleomagnetism, paleoclimatology,
sedimentology and tectonics was planned by the Kochi University staff with cooperation of other
outside workers. The main target of this project was to drill continuous core succession from the
Nobori Formation. In December of 1979, the borehole was drilled at the Nobori type locality and
the basemant was reached at 65.8 meters depth. A preliminary investigation of the nannofossil
assemblage indicates that the lowest part of the formation is within the CN 11, Reticulofenestra
pseudoumbilica Zone. The upper part of the Formation was preveously assigned to CN 12a,
Discoaster tamalis Zone. This result suggests that, the Nobori Formation covers two nannozone
of the Late Pliocene. The calculated sedimentation rate is about 6 cm/1000 years.

* Department of Geology, Faculty of Science, Kochi University, Kochi 780
** Institate of Geology and Paleontology, Tohoku University, sendai 980
¥ Department of Geology, Miyagi University of Education, Sendai 980
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