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ABSTRACT

The aim of this paper is to explain how Hisao Tanabe's field recordings developed during his investigations into the
ethnic music of Asia and Okinawa. Tanabe was the first Japanese expert to conduct field investigations as part of ethnic
music research. Between 1921-1940, he conducted such investigations in Korea, Taiwan, Okinawa, Karafuto/Sakhalin,
the South Sea Islands, Manchuria, and elsewhere in China. According to his travel journals, his investigative aims
differed from country to country, and, depending on the circumstances of each location, he brought with him from Japan
the equipment needed for temperament measurement, recording, still photography, and filming. This paper discusses the
aims of the investigations in each country and the musical pieces recorded, as well as the relevant recording methods and
equipment. In addition, the development of ethnic music investigations over a period of approximately 20 years is
discussed in order to 1) explain improvements in recording technology, 2) identify trends in Tanabe's research, and 3)
describe Tanabe's efforts to raise public awareness of the gramophone and records. The following three conclusions were
reached.

First, among his seven Asian and Okinawan ethnic music investigations, it was only on his trip to Korea in 1921 that
Tanabe used temperament frequency measurement equipment. Tanabe majored in physics and acoustics at the
University of Tokyo and its affiliated graduate school and was involved in research into temperament in Chinese and
Japanese traditional music. In 1920, he took part in a temperament investigation involving the musical instruments in
the Shosoin (the treasure house at the Toudai-ji in Nara). The Korean trip, in August 1921, was only one month after the
research results were published. The techniques he used in Korea to measure temperament were very similar to those
used in the Shosoin and during similar investigations.

Second, Tanabe used portable recording equipment in Taiwan, Okinawa, Karafuto/Sakhalin, and the South Sea Islands.
In 1922-23, he used a “Nippon-Dictaphone”(a recording and playback gramophone) for the investigations in Taiwan,
Okinawa, and Karafuto/Sakhalin, and, in 1934, he used Hinohon recording and playback equipment in his investigations
in the South Sea Islands. Notably, Tanabe acted as an advisor in the development of Nippon Shasei Chikuonki's “Nippon-
Dictaphone.” The recording equipment's development was thus closely linked with the equipment's actual use in ethnic
music investigations.

Third, when he gave lectures about his investigations, Tanabe interspersed his commentary on the music with
gramophone recordings. This demonstrates that he made active use of the gramophone and records in his ordinary
educational activity. For example, he used such records in class at the Toyo Music School in 1907. At a 1917 lecture on
the history of the development of Japanese music, he used a mixture of gramophone records and live performance (singing
and koto). He was highly active in efforts to raise public awareness of the gramophone and records, and he raised the

technology's profile in the areas he visited during his investigations.
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