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The effect of narrative ending on children's imagination: Comparing happy ending and sad ending
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to examine the effect of the difference of the story ending on the imagination of
kindergarteners. Six-year-old kindergarten children were divided into a happy-end group(N=23) and a bad-end
group(N=23). The happy-end group heard a picture book with happy ending, and the bad-end group heard a picture
book with sad ending. Then, both groups' children were given the question asking story content and the question that
predict the subsequent development of the story. The children of the bad-end group had many opinions to the
questions asking story content, and there was a diversity in the content of the utterance. In addition, the children of
the bad-end group had a large number of new words not used in the picture book for the prediction question, and
there was a diversity in the subsequent development of the story. These results showed that listening to a story with

a bad ending enhances the imagination of kindergarten children.
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