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A Study on Teaching Contents Required for “Specialties Related to the Domains” in Kindergarten
Teacher Training Course: Based on Model Curriculum of “Children and Expression”

KIM Gyudo

Faculty of Education, Kochi University

ABSTRACT

The Department of Early Childhood Education in Kochi University is planning to cultivate kindergarten
teachers equipped with practical leadership through the high-quality teacher training course by newly
establishing the “Children and Music Expression” as a course related to “Specialties Related to the Domains”
from 2022.

As concrete teaching contents of “Children and Music Expression” based on the new teacher training
course, this study aims to suggest the music expression activities (minimizing mutual contacts) that are
practicable in classrooms even under the Corona pandemic. The author visited the Kindergarten affiliated
with the Faculty of Education multiple times from June to July 2020, and then multilaterally observed the
children’s play and living in the kindergarten in the perspective of ten goals which children are expected to
achieve by the end of childhood, so-called 10 sugata, in kindergarten curriculum. There were many
limitations (For example, avoidance of singing and wind instruments in classrooms) due to the influence of
the COVID-19, so the children were not sufficiently provided with music expression activities.

In this circumstance, the appreciation activities that could be performed in a certain distance between
children would be useful such as physical expression using Non-locomotor rhythmic movement or cup song
for learning a sense of rhythm in their seats. In the results of practicing the course related to early childhood
education based on the model curriculum, it would be helpful for the students of teacher training course to

learn the specialized contents and teaching methods related to young children’s expression.
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