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ABSTRACT

In recent years, Japanese society has entered a period of great change. With the Cabinet
decision on a new status of residence "Specific Skills" under the revision of the Immigration
Control Act in 2019, it is expected that many foreign nationals will work and live together with
Japanese people in Japan as support for Japanese society, where the declining birthrate and
aging population are progressing and the shortage of human resources is getting serious. In
other words, regardless of whether you are in Japan or live in any region of Japan, every
generation has more opportunities to come into contact with different cultures and is facing a
time to think about “international understanding”.

That is no exception in childcare. In "3. Handling of contents" in the "Environment" area of
"the Course of Study for Kindergartens" announced in March 2017, "(4) When familiarizing
with culture and tradition, it is necessary to cultivate a sense of connection with society and
awareness of international understanding through our traditional events such as New Year
and festivals, our national anthem, songs, nursery rhyme and traditional play, as well as the
activities to learn different cultures.” was newly added. The discussion has started for fostering
awareness of international understanding through the experience with the culture of our
country as well as others even in early childhood.

Therefore, in this study, we will clarify what will be the issues in promoting international
understanding in childcare, from the papers on childcare, international understanding, cross-

cultural understanding, and multicultural coexistence.
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