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A Study on Japan's High School Policy (1) : Taking Kanagawa Prefecture’s “100 Public High
Schools Establishing Plan” as an Example

Masayuki Kato!?
1 Kochi University, Research and Education Faculty, Humanities and Social Science Cluster,

Education Unit

Abstract : Japan's national high school policy after WW I has changed from full-enrollment of
applicants to selection of qualified students. However, local education administrations tried to
accept as many students as possible. One of the typical examples of this attempt is Kanagawa
Prefecture’s “100 Public High Schools Establishing plan”. This plan has substantively
guaranteed junior high school students the chance to enter public high schools. However, this
plan led to the de facto broad school district system, caused the competition between public high
schools, and established the hierarchical ranking of public high schools.
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