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A Study on Supporting Children with Foreign Background from the Viewpoint of Special Needs Education
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Abstract : In this paper, [ investigated the actual condition of international classrooms that teach
children with foreign backgrounds in Japan, and analyzed them from the perspective of Scandinavian
practice and special needs education. The results are followings. The need to clearly convey Japanese
culture and customs in teaching children with foreign backgrounds is similar to supporting autism
spectrum disorders. The situation of being unable to tolerate and concentrate on the passive way of
continuing to listen to the story in Japanese has something in common with ADHD support. There are
similarities with LD support as considerations and intervention methods when Japanese cannot be read or
written. If each child’ s condition can be regarded as “having special needs”, it will become apparent
without judging or diagnosing the preconditions for whether or not the child is a target of special
needs education and whether or not he / she is a foreigner. In the future, there will be ”“special
educational needs” that are not limited to “special support education” for children with disabilities,
but for “all children” whose needs have become apparent only with regular education. In Japan, where
educational accumulation is not sufficient to provide support for children with foreign backgrounds

inclusive education is provided from the perspective of special educational needs and special needs
education, as in the practice of Scandinavia. We think that inclusive education is aimed at education
that responds to the needs. In the process of realizing inclusive education, comprehensiveness and
expertise are pursued at the same time. We hope that the discussion of inclusive education in Japan
will include the issues of children with foreign backgrounds, and that more children will be able to

demonstrate their abilities while receiving support.
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