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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to verify the influence of personal network on local communication
behaviors. First, four hypotheses on the influence of interpersonal relationships on media use and communi-
cation behaviors were derived by reviewing preceding studies on theories of mass communication effects and
personal network studies. In order to verify these hypotheses, multiple regression analyses were conducted
using social survey data derived from Kuroshio Town and Nahari Town of Kochi Prefecture. As a result, in
Kuroshio Town, the larger the network size, the more active the information collection using CATV, word-
of-mouth, telephone, and e-mail. In Nahari Town, the network size influences the use of publicity papers,

but not on personal communication channels. Rather, network density, constraints, and weak ties ratio are
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significantly associated with the personal communication. Although the influence of the personal network
structures on a local communication is partially confirmed, there is a difference in how the influence appears
between the two towns. The analysis results suggested that the difference in media recognition in the process

of media selection and the structure of the subgroups between two towns may lead those differences.

Key Words: information seeking behaviors, personal network, rural communities
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