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ABSTRACT

The aim of this document is to clarify the situation regarding 22 recordings produced in 1950 and 1951 by
NHK(Japan Broadcasting Corporation) of Okinawan music. The recordings were performed by Okinawan musicians
living in the Kanto area. Nippon Columbia Co., Ltd. physically recorded and manufactured these records. The
records were recorded and preserved as material for broadcast and were not released commercially. The following
two conclusions were reached. First, on 18th and 19th January 1950, NHK engaged Seihin Yamauchi, a performer of
Okinawan classical music, and recorded seven Tansui-ryu songs and a commentary on Tansui-ryu. These eight
records represent valuable voice recordings related to the Tansui-ryu school that Yamauchi sought to preserve and
pass on throughout his whole life. These performances were recorded just before Yamauchi became very active in
Japan and overseas in publishing research related to Okinawan music and in carrying out surveys of ethnic
music.Second, in May and June 1951, NHK recorded folksongs from Okinawa main island, the Yaeyama islands,
and Iejima. Okinawans living in the Kanto area performed the folksongs. The Okinawans had appeared at the
“Okinawa-shotou no Ko-utai to Odori no Kai” (Okinawan archipelago old song and dance event; venue: Waseda
University Okuma Auditorium) held on 29 April 1951. NHK chose 22 of the songs performed at the event, producing
14 records. The success of this event was also a direct stimulus for the 1952 designation of Okinawan folk performing
arts as a Kawasaki City intangible cultural asset, as a special case. In addition, in 1954, Okinawan folk performing
arts were designated as a Kanagawa Prefecture intangible cultural asset. Kokichi Nagata and Yasuji Honda, experts

on Okinawan music and dance, supported this move.
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