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New Trend of Entrepreneurship Education in Local Communities;

A Case Study of Entrepreneurship Education Program in Shimanto Town, Kochi Prefecture

Jun Suto
Kochi University Research and Education Faculty,

Multidisciplinary Science Cluster, Collaborative Community Studies Unit

Abstract:

Research and practice of effective methods for developing entrepreneurship are lagging despite
growing expectations for entrepreneurship development. Through hypothetical exploratory research, this
study aims to identify the types of thinking, perspectives, and methods necessary for effective implementa-
tion of entrepreneurship development programs in regional areas.

Specifically, this study outlines the current entrepreneurship situation in Japan and looks at previ-
ous research to identify challenges faced by entrepreneurship development programs. It then discusses per-
spectives required for future entrepreneurship development based on recent findings, such as 1) the expan-
sion of business opportunity creation-type entrepreneurship programs, 2) the construction of entrepreneur-
ship development methods as a learning model, and 3) the importance of mentorship.

Finally, it raises the example of the “Regional Innovator Training Program” held in Shimanto Town,
Kochi Prefecture, which was the object of action research over a three-year period starting in 2017. Using this
example, hypothetical exploratory research was conducted to identify basic perspectives for effective imple-
mentation of entrepreneurship development programs in regional areas.

The implications derived from the above addressed 1) the necessity of programs to raise entrepre-
neurs’ own levels of self-awareness, 2) the importance of preparing learning curriculums that emphasize pre-
paring the environment and resources required for entrepreneurship, 3) incorporating a mentoring function
focused on maintaining motivation, and 4) designing programs that do not have starting a business as its sole

objective.
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