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Foundational Research for the Development of a New Method of Argument Analysis
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Abstract: This paper discusses the potentiality of the 20 criteria suggested by Makino (2013) to analyze
speeches and written arguments for the foundation of a new method of argument analysis.

According to Makino (ibid.), an ideal argument consists of seven factors: issue, specific, general,
antithesis, synthesis, thesis, opinion. In addition, those factors design a system called ‘the Message
Construction Cross (MCC)’. The system is so labeled since, in an ideal argument, the seven factors function
to develop three molecules, or stems, which are then integrated into the shape of a cross. Then, a valid and
perfect MCC is also believed to be composed of the three stems: (i) thesis-general-specific, (ii) antithesis-
synthesis-thesis, and (iii) issue-thesis-opinion.

Basic concepts of Makino’s criteria are essentially correct, however, the effectiveness and applicability
from the viewpoint of introductory and practical argument analysis in line with the written argument
structure (introduction, body, conclusion) have downsides in regard to the following aspects.

The 20 criteria and the levels of argument analysis are arranged with little regard to the written
argument structure as well as the reference order in the process of writing an argument. Furthermore, the
original criteria fail to provide the complete picture of relationships between the factors and stems which
are indispensable for thorough and elaborative argument analysis.

This paper thus proposes a new method with revised and added criteria to analyze all the necessary
relationships between the factors and stems in the sequence which follow the written argument structure
and the process of writing arguments in order for thorough and elaborative argument analysis to be

successfully implemented.
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