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Art and Cultural Activities in the Community to Enrich Children's Learning :

In the Case of the Community Classes for Parents and Children to

Practice Japanese Traditional Culture, Playing the Koto and Shamisen

Chieko Okamura! and Kei Okamura?

1 Faculty of Foreign Studies, Kyoto University of Foreign Studies; 2 Interdisciplinary Science Unit,

Multidisciplinary Science Cluster, Research and Education Faculty, Kochi University

Abstract: Today, with the school five-day a week system has been established, interest in children spending time after
school and on holidays is growing. How to secure time for children to spend meaningfully after school and on holidays
is an important modern issue. In this paper, we take up a practice example of Koto and Shamisen classes for parents
and children held out in the local community center on Saturdays. Koto and Shamisen are Japanese traditional
musical instruments. In recent years, traditional culture learning has been emphasized in the school curriculum in
our country, and Japanese musical instrument experience activities have been implemented in school classes.

In the practice covered in this paper, local Japanese musical instrument experts, children's parents, local
residents, elementary schools, junior high schools, and local governments are closely involved to realize deep learning
for children. Furthermore, this case is significant in that it provides an opportunity and a place for parents and
children to learn together. The practice taken up in this article can be noted as an example of cooperation between

schools, families, and the community.
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