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ABSTRACT
The aim of this study is to examine the historical meaning of Social Pedagogy (also known as
Socialpedagogik: SP) in Sweden through analyzing two magazines which were written about SP
and published in the beginning of the 20th century.

In the beginning of the 20th century in Sweden, there were numerous serious social
issues, e.g. poverty being directly correlated to unhealthy children, unemployed youth, and
alcoholism of adults. SP arose to address the social issues at the time.

SP is often explained as “a research field bridging both pedagogy and social work in the
social science”, which means that SP includes pedagogical aspects and social work aspects.
Therefore SP plays an important role to address social issues in a pedagogical and educational
way to encourage social participation of people who are excluded from society and build those
people to be more active and healthier.

However, as the welfare system was rapidly constructed in the 1930s, the fields of SP
were undertaken by Social Work. Nevertheless, the interest of SP is increasing again in this
decade. Therefore, it is important to reconsider the meaning of SP. Examining the historical
meaning of SP could be helpful to deepen the understanding of SP.

What the study discovered is that SP played an important role in society in regard to
poverty, hygiene, special needs education, sports and cultural activities, child protection and
rearing, treatment and moral education, and vocational education. In other words, SP
functioned as education, social work, health/hygiene care and promoting culture. It could be
said that the historical significance of SP was to develop society by using a holistic approach for

people to be more active and healthier.
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