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ABSTRACT

This study aims to clarify the actual situation surrounding the programs conducted as part of the "Ryukyu Koku-
geki Public Performance," which was held in Tokyo and Osaka by the Okinawan Performing Arts Culture Mission
in 1953. This study will also analyze the selection of the Okinawan music SP (standard playing) records that were
recorded in Tokyo and Osaka. The "Ryukyu Koku-geki Public Performance" was the first postwar performance to
showcase Okinawan dance and Kumi-Odori in mainland Japan; it was held at the Hibiya public hall. It was also
the instance of participation in the "Art Festival" organized by the Ministry of Education. Based on an examination
of research literature and SP records, this study came to the following five conclusions. First, after the war, in
Okinawa, the medium of entertainment rapidly shifted from plays to movies. The actor, Shimabukuro Koyu, and
the manager, Yamashiro Zenko, built and operated the permanent theater "Sangoza" in order to stimulate the
sluggish theatrical world, but eventually, it was purchased and changed into a movie theater. Together, the actor
and the manager planned the Ryukyu Koku-geki Public Performance in order to overcome these hardships, and
this performance was held with the support of the Mainichi Newspaper Company. Second, the change in the
generation of actors and musicians was definitely exhibited by the performers and this program. Third, the
performances were carried out thanks to the contributions of many researchers, including Tanabe Hisao, Honda
Yasuji, Yanagi Muneyoshi, and others, and they assisted with the planning and implementation of the
performances as well as the program. Fourth, some record companies (Nippon Columbia Co., Ltd. in Tokyo and
Marufuku Co., Ltd.in Osaka) signed deals with Okinawan music players and actors, provided them with

opportunities to perform, recorded Okinawan music and Okinawan dramas, and released these records.
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