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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to describe the experiences of parents whose child had suddenly developed
a life-threatening disease and required home medical care after resuscitation in an emergency
department/pediatric intensive care unit. Semi-structured interviews were conducted with three fathers and
four mothers of four children, including three married couples. Sixteen categories emerged, which included
“I could not understand what happened to my child because my child's condition suddenly deteriorated,”
“being compelled to make important decisions in order to preserve my child's life and his/her comfort,” “I
recognize myself as being a parent to my child even if my child has changed,” and “present life has
naturally become ordinary for my whole family while living with my child.” The parents whose child
suddenly developed a life-threatening disease and required home medical care after resuscitation recognized

themselves as “a parent to my child” and wanted to engage in caring for their child independently even in
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the critical setting. Thus, nurses must manage an environment in which the child and parents can spend time

together and support the parents in terms of their feeling of a sense of self as a parent to their child from the

critical situation.
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