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Okinawa and Yaeyama Islands Musical Field Survey by Hisao Tanabe in 1922
: Based on the Tanabe Library
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ABSTRACT

This study analyzes the 1922 Okinawa and Yaeyama islands musical field survey
conducted by Hisao Tanabe, the pioneer of Japanese ethnomusicology. The survey consists
of sheet music and other documents obtained during an Okinawa investigation, and was
accepted into the Tanabe Library at Okinawa Prefectural University of Arts after analysis
of the survey’s results in Expeditions in Micronesia, Formosa and Ryukyu (a monograph by
Tanabe). The following four conclusions can be drawn from this current paper. First, an
investigation was initiated to provide audiences in mainland Japan with Okinawan music,
despite complications concerning a scheme by Tanabe’s researcher in Okinawa. Second,
Tanabe's investigation was made possible by leveraging folklorist Kunio Yanagita’s
personal connections, who recommended the Okinawa survey. Third, as a culmination of
Yaeyama folk-song research, Tanabe produced 23 SP records of folk songs from the
Yaeyama Islands via the Nitto Record Co., Ltd. in 1926. Fourth, Tanabe’s evaluation
showed the folks songs “Yunta” and “Jilaba” as ranked highest in popularity of those from
the Yaeyama Islands.
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