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Analysis of the Okinawan Shin-Min'you (new and creative folk song) "Hawaii Bushi" lyrics and
music by Choki Fukuhara : from a musicological linguistic and literary approach

SEER (BaAFHEF - TEENEE)
BERE B GhEERE RS A L)
EREARF (hiBE A SCEE)

Miki TAKAHASHT*, Satoshi NISHIOKA**, Tkuko SAITO***

*Laboratory of Musicology, Faculty of Education, Kochi University, Kochi, Japan
**College of Global and Regional Culture, Okinawa International University, Japan

*** Okinawa Prefectural Archives, Japan

ABSTRACT

In this paper, we focused on the "lyrics of Hawaii-bushi" written and composed by Choki
FUKUHARA, which is one of the Okinawan New Folksongs (Shin-Min'yo) about emigration and
homesickness. We analysed the song from three different academic approaches: musicology,
linguistics and literary studies. In musicology, we considered the song from the following
viewpoints: form, melody, harmony, arrangement and way of singing. "Hawaii-bushi" involves
the repetition of simple musical structures, and follows a "six-tone scale (Ryukyu scale [do mi fa
so si ] plus re)" which was a popular style in the Okinawan New Folksongs in the early Showa
period. The instrumental arrangement, including not only the sanshin(a long-necked plucked
lute)but also the violin, indicates the composer's new musical investigation. In linguistics, we
contrasted the lyrics of "Hawaii-bushi" in the Okinawan language (Uchinaaguchi ) with the
modern colloquial dialect, and explained the word meanings and grammar. The lyrics, which
form the 8-8-8-6 moraic meter (the Ryuka metric form), are not purely in the colloquial dialect, in
spite of the fact that they have adopted the Okinawan-style like Ryuka, traditional lyric songs.
i The song also reflects the different linguistic registers between genders, with a female using
; honorific forms in addressing a male, and the male not using these forms toward the female. In
literary studies, we presented concrete examples from the lyrics of expressions which draw on
the tradition of Okinawan traditional literature, namely Omoro, Old Songs, Ryuka and
Kumiodori. Several of these expressions are cognate with classical Japanese words or phrases,

whereas others differ from typical Japanese expressions.
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