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ABSTRACT

This paper analyzes the developmental processes involved in the distribution of Tosa timber
during the Edo Period. The dominance of Tosa timber in the Osaka market was due to the
law-making process of Tosa Domain. However, Tosa timber was also of very high quality and
this enhanced its commercial value. The relations between Tosa and Osaka were strengthened
by centralized feudalism and the capital provided by privileged merchants. However, Tosa and
Awa disagreed with each other’s views about using the Yoshino River for transporting timber.
The producers of Tosa timber maintained market power despite institutional changes and the
capacity of wholesalers and brokers to negotiate successfully; the rarity and status of Tosa

timber ensured their stronghold.
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