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Conservation of the plant species diversity of
terraced paddy fields and surrounding habitats in rural
mountainous areas.

Shingo Ishikawa

Faculty of Science, Kochi University, Akebono-cho
2-5-1, Kochi 7808520, Japan

Abstract : In rural mountainous areas in Kochi
Prefecture, we have many terraced paddy fields which
play important roles for the prevention of soil erosion and
land slide, and the stable water supply to downstream
areas. The landscape including terraced paddy fields
provides various habitats for plants and contributes to
the biodiversity conservation of such areas. However,
the recent rapid increase of abandonment of terraced

paddy fields and the vegetation succession following
after that, and the plantation of Cryptomeria and
Chamaecyparis have reduced the biodiversity of related
areas. Constructing the social framework to restore and
conserve the multiple functions of terraced paddy fields
is vital to preventing the natural disasters, sustaining
the stable water supply, the healthy ecosystems, and the
biodiversity of rural mountainous areas.

Key word : abandonment of arable field, biodiversity,
rural mountainous area, terraced paddy field, vegetation
succession

- 110 -



