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Territory and feeding habit of juvenile red sea bream at
littoral boulder area
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Abstract

Aggressive behavior in relation to feeding in juve-
nile red sea bream, Pagrus major, was examined at lit-
toral boulder areas of Morode Cove in Ehime Prefecture
using scuba from May to October, 2003. The juveniles
were divided into three types of living, 1) near-bottom
solitary individual, 2) middle-layer solitary individuals,
and 3) aggregation individuals. Differences were found
among them regarding micro-habitat, feeding behavior,
home range size and degree of inhabitancy. The first type
individuals showed strong inhabitancy and aggressive
behavior toward near-coming conspecific individuals.
They also performed feeding behaviors frequently inside
the home range, suggesting that they can be regarded to
hold the territory for feeding. The beach composed of
boulders can be regarded as a site for releasing artificial
seedlings of the red sea bream from the land.

Key word:

Juvenile red sea bream, boulder area, territory, feeding
habit
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