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BRI 27 B L O 3IEM T S At oE
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BIIE, PRI BT BRI X BB D
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83 cmTH - 7=DIZxf L. M7 7 1) 5 DLake Sibaya
WZBITBW5ETIE. HED8FE A T726 cm, HMEDTRE
Tl3648 cmTd - 7> (Bruton and Allanson, 1980). %
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decssataDJEH & BN B3R SNz, IROMEAT
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Abstract

Under the economic crisis during the 1990s in
Cuba, the government introduced African catfish,
Clarias gariepinus, an align species, in 1999 for the aim
of securing animal protein by aquaculture in fish ponds.
However, attacks by hurricanes in 2001 destroyed the
ponds and many catfish ran away into natural environ-
ments. This accident drew the concern about bad impact
on the balance of surrounding ecosystems. In this study,
we conducted the research on ecological traits of the
catfish, mainly growth, age, sex ratio, maturity and food
habit at Zapata Swamp in Cuba, one of the candidates of
the World Natural Heritage. The range of age analyzed

by year-ring on the vertebra was from 0 to 8. The indi-
vidual number of males was larger than that of females.
The gonad somatic index reached the maximum in June
in both sexes. Stomach contents consisted mainly of
plants, fishes, shells and detritus. Larger fish tended to
take fishes and smaller one detritus frequently.
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