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West Border Region of Medieval Japan and Kuroshio
Triangle —Based on the Research of Iwojima, Mishima-
Mura, Kagoshima Prefecture—

Takao Ichimura
Kuroshio Science Unit (Faculty of Education),

Kochi University, 2-5-1 Akebono,
Kochi, 780-8520, Japan

Abstract

Mishima-mura, Kagoshima Prefecture is a village
consisting of islands located southwest of Satsuma penin-
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sula. The islands making up the villages are Takeshima,

Iwojima, and Kuroshima. These three islands were the

boundary regions of the west in Japan during the medi-

eval age, along with the Tokara islands.

Paying attention to this point, I conducted an inves-
tigation of documents related to the islands, and inves-
tigated ruins on the islands. This paper reports results
of this west boundary region research. Moreover, the
relationship between this research and the “Kuroshio tri-
angle” was also considered. By this research, I clarified
the following items:

1. Historical changes in Takeshima, Iwojima, and
Kuroshima were examined. These islands had three
transition periods from the second half of the 12" cen-
tury, the second half of and the end of the 13" century
to the first half of the 14" century, and from the 15"
century to the second half of the 16" century. The last
transition period became a starting point for the early
modern age.

2. The third change of Iwojima was brought about by
activities of the Nagahama family and the Iwakiri
family, who were new migrants from outside of
Iwojima. The Nagahama family was a wealthy marine
merchant family and the Iwakiri family was involved
in engineering in connection with sulfur mining. Soon,
the Nagahama family took control of Iwojima and
reigned.

3. In the ocean space around Takeshima, Iwojima and
Kuroshima, and the Tokara islands, many areas are
in the flow of the Japan Current (Kuroshio), and the
islands with which it is dotted there have played
an important role as ports of call for sailing ships.
Shimazu families, Tanegashima families and others
considered the rule of the islands, and rule of the mer-
chant ships as one and the same. The islands of this
ocean space were indispensable to those voyaging
between Kyushu and Okinawa.

4. Most of the islands and ocean space that were the
subjects of this research belong to the “Kuroshio
triangle”. That was a place where people and goods
went back and forth, and was also a place of conten-
tion between Japan and Okinawa. Therefore, research
of this ocean space and islands is deeply connected
with considering the “Kuroshio triangle” from the
viewpoint of the humanities. Progress of research by
collaboration with the natural sciences, the humanities
and the social sciences is desired.

Key word:
boundary regions, Takeshima, Iwojima, and Kuroshima,
data in an island, the Japan Current(Kuroshio)



