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Abstract

The paper reports on an exploratory study of the relationship between friendship of uni-
versity students and communication media selection. The data stem from surveys of university
students in Kochi Prefecture aged 18-30. The surveys were conducted in order to explore (1)
relationship between types and scales of friendship and communication media selection, and (2)
relationship between communication media selection and conversation topic selection.

The results indicate that sociable students tend to use multiple media to communicate
with friends. However, the frequencies of face-to-face communication and media communica-
tion are not correlated and there are no supporting evidences for so-called "Full-Time Intimate
Community". In the social media usage, one sociable group using social media to maintain real
meeting friends, the other sociable groups use them to find new online friends. Also, the results
indicate that some conversation topics have connection with specific media. A text media such
as SMS, SNS, and Twitter tends to be selected to talk about "consummatory" topics. Also an oral
media such as mobile phone and VoIP software tends to be selected to talk about serious topics.
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