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SUMMARY
Trend of Ethnic and Regional Conflicts in East Asia
Eiji Kobayashi
Since the latter part of the 19th century, Asian nations had staged inde-

pendence movements against the colonial powers and attained independence,

following the end of the World War II. Although the Cold War is now over,
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ethnic and regional conflicts still continue in various parts of the world.
What are the main causes of these conflicts?

This paper tries to analyze current major conflicts in East Asia: Tibet and
Xinjiang in China, Malaysia’s ethnic problems, Muslim Mindanao conflicts
in the Philippines, East Timor in Indonesia and the Karens in Myanmar. In
South China Sea, territorial rights over Spratly Islands are claimed by
China, Taiwan and four ASEAN nations. These conflicts in East Asia seem
to be local in nature, but tension created there may affect overall peace and
security in the Asian region.

The countries in East Asia have been enjoying high economic growth, sup-
ported by the influx of foreign direct investment. This economic growth has
brought both positive and negative impacts on the ethnic conflicts in the
region. Generally overall economic development created good atmosphere
among different ethnic groups to collaborate for better achievements. On
the other hand the economic growth seems to have benefited only the afflu-
ent class of people, leaving the poorer segments of the society. As a result
the gap between them is now widening.

Concerns are also expressed over the military build-ups by China and
ASEAN nations, which, taking advantage of improved budgetary situa-
tions, are importing modern weapons for fear of regional security.

To maintain peace in the region, Japan should help the countries eliminate
causes of ethnic conflicts, possibly through official development assistance
(ODA). Japan’s ODA has so far been spent mainly on building large-scale
physical infrasturucture. Its main focus should now be shifted to building
social infrastructure to improve people’s living conditions and addressing
global issues such as environment, family planning, food supply and refu-
gees. Japan should also address such important issues as military expendi-
tures and human right through more active policy dialogue with Asian

neighbours.
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