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Summary
On Development Aid, Economic Development and University Education
Watching Asian Countries and Japan
A Commemorative Lecture, Kochi-shi, 10 February 1998

by Eiji Kobayashi

East Asian countries including NIES, China and ASEAN countries

have achieved a rapid economic development and this region has drawn
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world attention as a ‘Growth Center of the World.” The growth was made
possible by various factors such as governments’ development plans, devel-
opment aid, and the active participation of the private sector supported by
foreign direct investment.

Based on the author’s experience at the Asian Development Bank,
Manila, he discusses the importance of multilateral and bilateral aid to pro-
mote development. Japan’s aid, which has grown to the world’s largest, will
now face budgetary constraints and the amount of aid will be reduced in the
future. It should, however, address more effectively such important areas
as environment and human resource development. Likewise Japan’s foreign
investment has played an important role to assist Asia’s economic growth.

Apart from these economic fields, Japan should also establish larger
and stronger ties with Asian countries, including those in the fields of the
studies in history, culture, arts and sciences. Japanese people, however, will
have to recognize correctly the historic facts during the period of Japanese
invasion to Asia.

In the coming 21st century, Japan needs to effect substantial changes
and for this the roles of the future generation and the university education
will become important. On university education, the author’s comments
include the needs to educate students to foster thinking ability, creativity
and originality rather than simply cramming knowledge, the employment of
more foreign faculty members including those Asian scholars, and the need
to attact more overseas students to Japan by increasing the amount of the

government scholarship.



