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The objectives of this study are first to clarify how Japanese childcare policies have been
practiced since the 1990s, and to look at how to make the brand-new 2010 childcare policy in
2010 work effectively. This study also tries to address a solution for the problems of an egeing
Japanese population and a child-friendly structured society.

Previous studies have shown that there was an obvious paradigm in Japanese childcare
policies between the years before and after 2000, and this study shows that the policies after
2000 are appealing and advanced on three ways. Firstly,the childcare policies make it clear that
there is a need for the family, as well as social services, companies, and communities to be
involved. Secondly, the policies suggest that it is essential for them to support not only the
children, but also the parents. Thirdly, the childcare policies suggst the necssity of both men
and women being involved from the perspective of a gender-equal society.

However, parents cannot believe that the childcare policies are really supportive. These
days, Japanese mothers still struglle with juggling childcare and their carrers, yet most
Japanese fathers have continued spending their time on work-oriented lifestyles.

To solve these problems, this study recommends three points of action to follow in the
brand-new childcare policy. Firstly, the policy should equally guarantee the well being of parents
and children. Secondly, the policy has to give female employees a variety of choices in managing
work and family life. Thirdly, the policy should advise fathers of the importance of their
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commitment to childcare.
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