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The objectives of this study are to understand the situation of childcare provided by
Japanese fathers in comparison to data obtained in other countries, and to consider what issues
should be discussed with Japanese fathers who want to share in childcare with their partners.

The low birthrate recorded in 1989 triggered the need to reconsider this. These days,
Japanese fathers have also shown an interest in childcare, and the numbers of fathers who enjoy
“being a father” has been growing slowly, but gradually. In spite of this, Japanese fathers spend
much less time in childcare comparéd to other countries. Previous studies have been quick to
suggest the need for improvement in the fathers' working environment.

However, this study has made two additional observations. First, Japanese wives,
compared to wives in other countries, seem to expect husbands to be the breadwinners. Second,
average citizens understand that fathers can take care of their children only when this care
does not interfere with their work.

According to these facts this study points out two questions. Firstly, we have to wonder
if the role of Japanese fathers as the “breadwinner” is natural. Secondly, we should note that
in childcare, gender-role may deprive Japanese fathers and children of a natural part of human
development.
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