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How Can Family Relationship Studies Contribute
to Home Economics and Lifelong Education?
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The purpose of this study is to clarify how family relationship studies can contribute
to education (home economics and lifelong education) in the future. In 2010, as one of
the commentators, I took part in the 30th anniversary symposium on family relationship
studies in home economics. Consequently, this study has attempted to clarify the purpose
of the arguments based on the issues that were presented by the four researchers at
the symposium. They suggested the need to reconsider what family relationship studies
have achieved, and the kind of problems encountered.

Based on these arguments, this study has focused on three points. First, people troubled
with family relations have been continuously and passionately supported through family
relationship studies. Secondly, family relationship studies have achieved quality evaluations
in home economics education. And finally, this study did not utilize fixed strategies
and methods, leading to the admirable effect of improving the quality of the studies
that have supported the family members.

However, we have to admit that there i1s a lack of practice in this study, therefore;
there are some recommendations for home economics and lifelong education. First,
home economics teachers should recognize that there are many types of families, each
with many different variables. Secondly, teachers need not be so nervous in teaching
about families, thus they need to allow students to assume the role of thinking about
their own family well-being. Finally, studies are needed to encourage citizens to develop
their own family self esteem and to acquire family survival skills. Moreover, education
1s essential for the career professionals who see and consult families, along with training

needed for citizens to better understand their own families.
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