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Musical Changes in Nénées Works

: From the Perspectives of World Music, Unplugged One(Acoustic Music), and Healing Music
SEEM (FARFPEHESN - FEPMEE)
Miki TAKAHASHI*

* Laboratory of Musicology, Faculty of Education, Kochi University, Kochi, Japan

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to clarify the changes in the pop music scene by studying the
album by Nenés, which has been in the market for ten years. Nénés is an Okinawan pop
music group comprising four female singers formed by Sadao China, its producer, in 1990.
They have played an active part in the folk song community in Okinawa and in popular
music in Japan and overseas. In conclusion, Nenes’ work has been intricately connected
with world music, unplugged one, and healing music. The independent release “Ikawi”
(1991), present in Nenés’ album “Koza dabasa,” (1994) had an impact on world music in
and after the mid-1980s, and a new kind of sound was created. The “placing of the sound
source,” which was programmed on a computer, was a technique used abundantly by
those involved in world music, and the arranger working with Néenés adopted this
technique. The songs in the album “Narabi” (1995) were performed without electric
musical instruments. It introduced the sound of “unplugged” music. The songs in the
album “Akemodoro” (1997) were performed in the style typical of healing music. Stringed
instruments such as the Okinawan sanshin (Long—necked plucked lute), the Chinese
shamisen and erhu, the Japanese koto, the ukulele, and the guitar are used abundantly,

and the sound is characteristic of the acoustic performing method.
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