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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to investigate present and future attitudes about Japanese
gender roles. This study researched how young people feel about marriage and how they will
play family roles in the future. This study surveyed 130 students in the same university in
November 2011(male 52, female 78). The main conclusions are as follows:
(1) About 60% of students ideally disagree with traditional gender roles, and they believe that
they should help each other in housework and parenting. However, they think that wives should
do more housework than husbands. About 60% of students think that mothers should mainly
take care of children.
(2) About 50% of students think that wives should have a responsibility in family budget
management. However, they do not believe that women originally have the capability.
(3) About 60% of students agree with the opinion that husbands should support their families
financially. This opinion is supported regardless of gender. Female students are eager to rely on
males financially and emotionally.
(4) About 80% of male students do not think that they will change their surname after marriage,
and female students also agree with it. However, they do not think that this way of thinking
contradicts gender equality.

As far as these results are concerned, we need to try for a more gender-equal society,

because it is recognized that reconsidering gender-oriented behavior and guaranteeing human
rights is important for our well-being. Home economics education is one of the most influential

factors. We need to teach students how they can communicate with their future partner equally.
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