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ABSTRACT

Born in the village of Doi, Aki County, Kochi Prefecture (now the city of Aki, Kochi Prefecture),
Ryutaro HIROTA (1892 - 1952) composed various songs and opera, as well as instrumental pieces.
He is particularly acclaimed for his artistic songs for children, such as ‘Hamachidori’, ‘Kutsu ga
naru’ and ‘Haru yo kot’, which are still sung today, after many years, and therefore have influenced
the musical mind of the nation.

The present writer has been transcribing, since 2008, not a few of Hirota’s works, into varying
media: chamber ensemble, brass, orchestra --- for different groups of instruments. Over the
course of these transcriptions, the essence(s) of Hirota songs, what made them (works of the
Taisho period) keep alive even after decades, had to be analyzed, and it led me to suspect that the
composer’s conspicuous treatment of melodies plays a vital role, along with other beauties in his
music, while the words (poem, lyrics) are also indispensable, composed by Hakushyu KITAHARA
and other notable poets, who advanced the Taisho movement of offering high-quality poetic songs
to the children of modern Japan.

This essay will firstly analyze some of Ryutaro Hirota’s major works for children, songs composed
at the prime of his creativity, taking into consideration both the direct and indirect influence of the
contents of poems (the meanings and the nuances of words), and look into the treatment of
melodies. Secondly, the process of transcription I went through, with the results of my analysis
ever in mind, will be traced and described, thereby exemplifying one approach to the contemporary
interpretation of Hirota’s music, searching throughout for the artist’s basic vision of the world and

his overall artistic perspective.
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