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ABSTRACT

Some of the challenges currently facing geography education in elementary to high school are
as follows: improvement of topographical contents containing careful regionality, diversified
ways of mapping with the recent advances in technology, and presentation of global issues
regarding disaster prevention or environmental concerns. However, whether a
geography-specific spatial perspective is practiced in a classroom or not heavily depends on the
individual teacher’s initiative and the creation of original ideas. Teachers need to have accurate
information-gathering capabilities about case study areas and information-carrying capacity.
This article introduces the Kodomo Daigaku (University for Children) Project as an example of
a practical approach to geography education for children based on university geography
education. The author participated in the project as a lecturer in March 2013.

My lecture was titled “Cartography.” Its theme was “Map is living: Maps suggest societies, and
societies have changed maps.” The aims of the lecture were as follows: learning the changes in
the role of maps with the recent advances in technology, generating interest in their own lives
and regions through topographical interpretations of past and current maps, and learning the
ways of mapping and presenting global issues through the construction of a cartogram on
disaster prevention or environmental concerns. This project revealed that the abovementioned
aims led to a certain learning impact. However, several challenges remain for these contents to
be effectively incorporated into geography education. The discussion concludes with an
examination of the contact between university geography education and geography education in
elementary to high school, and the role of university geography education in teacher-training

courses.
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