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ABSTRACT

This article discusses the implications of teaching geography using a geopark. Two aspects are
identified for the consideration of the pedagogical implication of geography excursions using a
geopark. The first aspect is whether the educational value is delivered in the right manner in
the geopark. The value is developed by comparing the educational value of the geopark with the
actual excursion course and the contents explained during the course. The second is whether an
opportunity to rethink the future of the region including the geopark is provided.

This article introduces the excursion to Muroto Geopark as an example of a practical approach
to university geography education in July 2014. The results were as follows: Muroto Geopark
imparts education on geology, the environment, and disaster prevention. All three pedagogical
implications were incorporated into the excursion course adequately, and our guide explained
the contents of the excursion course. In addition, the thoughts and behaviors of the stakeholders
concerning the promotion of the Geopark was revealed up to a certain extent. Because each
stakeholder has an ulterior motive, certain stakeholders had the different idea of the Muroto
Geopark, and did not actively participate in its promotion.

The way to perceive regions based on the academic knowledge of the guide provided us an
opportunity to consider the nature of regions from various viewpoints. Thus, the excursion is to

be highly evaluated in university geography education.
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