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British Travellers’ Visits to Shrines and Temples in Kyoto in the Meiji Period:
The Temples Specially Mentioned in Their Travel Writing

Masayo HASEGAWA
(Faculty of Education, Kochi University)

ABSTRACT

After the first Kyoto Exhibition in 1872 (Meiji 5), more and more British people were
allowed to visit and travel in Kyoto. The travellers left many accounts of the city,
often referred to as ‘a city of temples’ or ‘the religious metropolis,” where they spent
much time touring the shrines and temples. Whilst a number of religious sites were
popular tourist attractions, some such as the Hoko-ji, Sanjusangen-do,
Kiyomizu-dera, Chion-in, and Nish and Higashi Hongan-ji temples were regarded as
especially worthy of description in their travel writing. This essay discusses why
these six temples were considered special or remarkable by British travellers, and in
doing so aims to provide a depiction of their tourism in Kyoto in the Meiji period.

British travellers believed that each of Hoko-ji Temple and Sanjusangen-do Temple
was unique by reason of its huge image of Buddha, big bronze bell, or hall containing
numerous statues of a Buddhist deity whilst most other temples had a monotonous
identity and lacked originality. The Kiyomizu-dera temple attracted them not only
because of its uniqueness but also because of its picturesque beauty, and the
Chion-in temple was visited by many British people largely because it was located
near to many Western-style hotels as their accommodation. The Nish and Higashi
Hongan-ji temples received a great deal of attention from British travellers,
especially those interested in religion in Meiji Kyoto and Japan. These reasons why
British tourists considered the above temples as deserving of special mention reflect
how they travelled and what they expected to see in Kyoto in the Meiji Age.
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