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The system and change of the quantity adverbs in the Kisa, Hiroshima dialect
B B2 (BHRFLHEFEH)
IWAKI Hiroyuki
Faculty of Education, Kochi University

ABSTRACT
The following three aspects were revealed when we compared the vocabulary that expressed a
large quantity and that which expressed a small quantity in Kisa dialect:
1. We found that there were more words for expressing a large quantity than those for
expressing a small quantity.
2. The words for expressing a large quantity have been systemized into two types-- one for the
quantitative aspect and the other, for the qualitative aspect. The words for expressing a small
quantity on the one hand, have been systemized for the exclusive use in expressing the
quantitative aspect.
3. Considering these aspects together, we are led to believe that the local people have perceived
large quantities in many ways and have expressed them accordingly.
Furthermore, we compared the information on words that expressed quantity, with that for
those given in "Linguistic Atlas of the Chugoku region" . Our results revealed the two aspects
given below:
4. The linguistic forms which are distributed from the area extending from Kisa Town to its east,
showed the tendency of disappearing.
5. The words which are distributed in the vicinity of Hiroshima City, the prefectural seat, came
to be used actively to this day.
The words which expressed extreme degrees, came to lose their value as they were being used,
bringing about modifications at times. Even though we cannot conclude that this phenomenon
is occurring in the said region, it is conceivable that transformations are happening in the

vocabulary of its quantity adverbs, as influenced by the changes in Hiroshima City.
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