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How Japan’ s Post-war Classical Education was Shaped by the Needs of the Times:

With the View of National Curriculum Guidelines for Junior High School and Social-cultural Conditions

YOSHIDA shigeki ( Faculty of Education, Kochi University)

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to explore how Japanese classical education functioned as an instrument
for shaping national values in the post-war period, particularly up to until 2008 when the National
Curriculum Guidelines for Junior High School were revised while reviewing its dynamics with Japan’ s
social-cultural conditions. First, classical education was found to have consistently performed the
function of education for cultivating nationalism.Second, the role that classical education was
expected to perform changed depending on the social-cultural conditions of each period. The study
divides the revisions to the National Curriculum Guidelines for Junior High School into the following
three periods and provides a detailed examination of the roles that classical education was expected
to perform during each period: Period 1: 1947, 1951, and 1958 editions; Period 2: 1969 and 1977
editions; and Period 3: 1989, 1998, and 2008 editions.
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