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ABSTRACT

This paper examines the effects and issues of development of a geographical perspective
through a practical approach to education in disaster prevention for liberal arts and sciences
students at a university. In particular, the intention is learning the basic contents that
contribute to long-term issues in order to clarify the geographical conditions that often lead to
disaster and to cultivate a larger geographical perspective, leading to a greater disaster
awareness based on the history of disasters. With regard to the changes in the perception of
natural disaster risk among students before and after the lecture, increases in the degree of
achievement accounted for most responses. The respondents who brought up economic factors
leading to social vulnerability in their responses were considered to be aware that land
transformations or estate developments putting economic performance ahead of security may be
a factor in increases in social vulnerability. Responses to a questionnaire on disaster
prevention/mitigation measures changed from predominantly short-term measures before the
lecture to a long-term perspective following the lecture. The former emphasizes evacuation
activities and preparation on a routine basis, and the latter develops a thorough understanding
of hazard and vulnerability from a geographical perspective. On the other hand, many of the
respondents who indicated contents related to long-term issues among common disaster
prevention or mitigation measures confined them to the presentation of measures related to

short-term issues within the context of Kochi City.
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