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What British Tourists Hoped to Experience in Meiji Kyoto: Focusing on Some Issues
Discussed in ‘Gaijin To Kyoto,” Articles Serialised in the Kyoto Hinode Newspaper
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ABSTRACT

After the first Kyoto Exhibition in 1872 (Meiji 5), the number of foreigners visiting
Kyoto steadily increased, especially those from European countries such as the UK. In
response, a serialised article titled ‘Gaijin To Kyoto’ (‘Foreigners and Kyoto) was
published in the Kyoto Hinode Newspaper in 1902 (Meiji 35), which asked locals to
improve services and facilities for foreign tourists in their city. This essay will focus on
some of the issues the article described as requiring reform, particularly the attitudes of
Kyoto citizens toward Europeans, and examine how British tourists depicted the issues
in their travel writing. In doing so, this essay aims to reveal not only how Japanese
people viewed the way foreign people travelled, but also what British travellers hoped to
experience in Kyoto and how they saw the city in the Meiji period.

According to ‘Gaijin To Kyoto’, crowds of Kyoto citizens would follow foreign people
around and stare at them. Nonetheless, British people described them in favourable or
admirable terms in their travel writing, rather than as offensive or ridiculous. Their
sympathetic accounts are very possibly a type of idealisation rather than a truthful
representation of Kyoto people. British travellers believed that Kyoto was the epitome of
exotic Old Japan untainted by Europe. Consequently, they saw its inhabitants as
primitive and noble. British travellers, moreover, wanted the city to be representative of
genuine Old Japan, so censured most of the European influences they detected there.
However, they never criticised the most obvious signs of the invasion of Western culture
into Kyoto, their accommodation and meals provided in a European style, but indeed
were very willing to enjoy them. This may have been largely because it was necessary for
them to sleep and eat in their own style when they wanted to travel comfortably.
Another possible and conceptual reason for this is related to the fact that they expected
to experience the exotic atmosphere of Old Japan in Kyoto. In order to feel the exoticism
of a society or a culture, we do not need to attempt to integrate ourselves in it and view
it from the inside by adopting its lifestyle, but rather all we have to do is to remain
foreigners with different manners and customs and maintain the viewpoint of outsiders.
This is why British tourists never denied themselves the luxuries of European-style
hotels and dishes, and why they did not patronise local establishments and restaurants
in Kyoto. If so, the attitudes of British travellers in Kyoto, just like their idealised
representation of its inhabitants, imply that they hoped to experience Old Japan by
visiting Meiji Kyoto. In essence, they wanted to feel a sense of exoticism at visiting a
society thoroughly different from theirs.
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WRIRRT MR- CE It & D& LE . TANT=bo
AT VIRSTETLEWVWHI ZENRFT-ED Ebhoto b
X, BFIED X5 el b & hic, RYICEBFEIZND
KORRMNLELR) (165) LfE->TW5, Jessop ILH
R CHAZRL T2, b F7-HE i, A
ANZE-oTa—a vy DAXANTEENTVDHHA
DHRT NV (82) EAAFESHFIHRA T M E > T
Lo, ZL T, R BEIREETO 1 H 2T OWTE A e
LEo2EEST] EE5-oTWHN, X T(B% LIZS
<) Ny RTELNDZLERXELLRABRITHY DT
HZE] WRIEIEoBTE (82),

5. WD BERE
PR T 3 A XY AASRITE T2 DI - 72,
ZFOEMIT., HETEREOERLZWREICEE TN

MBIZF TR, 2, 2o OBERTIEL L

Mol bTHH D, I E R 1%, WETREA T LD
R WERE L LT MMESERZ SO TS (T
AT (B)] 3) JEEFF WD, FilF T, &I
A LBSMEE T 2 WILAE O~ BEiCifam
STHALERZOEL—#, &b BEORICHED . W
%@Mmﬂ%%%\%mmﬁﬁﬁ%@ﬁ@\@%ktf
s, AEY bETEFICLEL, R
iwb%ﬁmki\ﬁbﬂafi&béoJm)tﬁ%
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FERRIZ, HWPIRAR T MBI LA F U AANDIZE A
ER, ZOMLOEENLDORDEFEDOFR A, A
BLTWS, OO E YA, Arthur Hutchinson (1880)
Th o, Mk, g (K1) LEbic, ZOMEZRD

RN T W B,

[...] Kioto is indeed a “joyous city.” At last we
reach the foot of the hills on the south side of the
valley, and after mounting several flights of stone
steps, we gladly rest ourselves in the verandah of
a semi-European hotel on the Maruyama, or
round hill,
panorama of the city. (See the picture)

In the

building seems to stand out distinctly, even those

from which we can command a

clear evening atmosphere every

at the foot of the opposite hills. The great curved

roofs of the five thousand temples, the

with brightly gilt

nine-ringed spires, the look-out stations where

many-storied pagodas,
watch is kept against fire, the silvery streams of
the Kamo river ever and anon disappearing
amongst the dwellings of half a million of our
fellow-creatures, the long white wall encircling
the groves that hide the Imperial residence,
where for seventeen centuries the Mikados dwelt
securely, the deepening gloom upon the distant
hills, and the fantastic roofs peeping out from the
fir-trees in the immediate foreground below us,
all make up a picture upon which memory loves to
linger. (‘A Visit to Japan III,” 28)

ZORFOTHERY TOFER LIS TNDLON
TSSO BAKRETH D, IHERAKIIE, BRI IR 2 Fh
IA%KTbtmk@@&@U&of%éo%ﬂ@i\
1910 (BA{R 43) 4-® ‘The City of Kyoto LREIi7-
The Times D FATFAI L, HATOR# E LT, THHEE
EREOENS ) & A awvg EoOZEMEE] 1<
Mz, MERZBRBELRFE] 25 FTnD (B8) , &HIZ

— 238 —



BRARETA F U RARITELSHkRDIZO b - T/ (BB)ID

(B4R EEWNE TR E R CHILRZ I & T 5K~
BN LA IZSFB ) o THREH ST E D KIS
FCHEFIIEN D IRIRAFHICH D | w#iE, [Zhnlh
FICTES LWGETICALE S D80 2 488 LS 72 Wl
LLTHRALTWS (B8) .

ZDOFERDOWE ) A7 TR b TS NS TH -
T 212, WRIIRER T VLA F U ZAARITETZHICR
WCWBNTEDES Y, HDHWIE, £ DA XU ZNJRT
HEBREINSOTIES LW A5 L
L7282 02, Mz ik e BEREN, ok &
LTATX Y AANZHEBmMIN TV STZONE LLe,

(X 1)

from the Maruyama Hotel’

6. KA CHORE
PERE T VLIAMZ S, A U R AFRITE 7= B34
HZ R, DLAELRDIEHEEN R LON DD, +

‘KIOTO, THE SACRED CAPITAL OF JAPAN: View Taken
(Hutchinson ‘A Visit to Japan III,” 27)

NAER Tl B, AL SR 13 4R AR~ C 1
WHDOERIT) LTS TESL RV (A OB (1) |
3) LERTVDN, NI EH TV L o7, 2
5, A F U ZAANDHATRUNS, WA TORFIZHT M5
BHEVRNDES S, B ITE OB E CTlde <151
LTCWERTILVTREE LD NS o1, TORE
OWNENT T A NEF Pierre Loti OFRITRCTE X%
ENTWD, WETIRET VTR & - 2L T4
A £ 2T (entirely in the English style) #2{k &,
AR AN =R ONT W (142), 1 ZhORF
b, THEIZHEMS Y 5T (after a manner truly
B Britannic) HE S TEH ., /hE7e
s Ry AR — A P (underdone
roast meats) LT/ ¥ A E] 23N
SN H72 (148), ZO X H hfrFz
H TR 7 /22T Loti (&, [
DEERDIIEZZA~AVNE D E 20,
W) Db BARREIIRAEEIC & o T,
TN VRO —FRET LN NN 5T
(141) &FE->TW 5D,

Loti OFEHNE b SEARITHETZD
WECEHE, HAHVIHEARIE LD bER
AT Z ERNbn5G, 77 ANEN
ZNEA XY ZBFER T ONEIZHN,
LotilZlTZ DA XU ZEEL LD & H AR
HOF I NEFICEDRN-TZL D7, T
BOFHEIE. A ¥V ANRITHETZH O
THH L2, FORKIEZEZ LD
LLTWaiRITRbH B, Hl 21X,
Leonard Smith (1900) (ZRADOAEET
DIBEONFELLE22 T Iohbo
s A ITRE I TR S DI Z 2 2
M LRV EEITEATH R
moiz) (125) &, BB Mz IR ~T
W5, BIHIZOWTH, BEIZED RS
THEN, ZOWIELE->THET T =
U—il L KEREZ X D 2k -7
(126) LE->TW5, K&IZIF, THA
DIEBIIRBR E LTI EIXT L WiZA )
N, FNALEITEBITRIEA S ] (128)
LR _T 5, Liberty RFEL & BT,
ARANSEBRTORECHESNE
Charles Holme &, =D & X Ok %1
HEN LS E 206, BARH & BT

ZIRWE DI L), HEFL TERAZ AT (8), Tt
W Ui, TERERZRHOR D L5 72k LT, O &t
TRMBLIZ) LW (8), vz, MF0Ix [/3A])
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LT, RNUEREL, IO RERNTLEBAT, ©
—NEELS SAURTZ & T, B2 DR L DIEDR
Wil (8), £z, HHL, vy val—Lnt
MEINIEDOF ) aTiH e, BBL S DR OEF
J ADWKNT HEREHOEFEF / 2] (8) b A>TV
HLW, 20X REFITx LT, FfEL Tz Liberty
FNEF < THRBARE ) & R\ (hors de combat) | (8)
BHRIESITTEACTEL LWEEEL TN L
SORGEH Z R RT3 DO 7 TR &) A RS IE
INPBIE YIS UV ERE L) (8),

SAEAN D A AR5 20 &5 Aegili A 1o T
Tembiny BARADIED b sUBELC EAKBE TR 5 2
EFEE b E Vo TWeroiz L 572, Walter
Tyndale (1910) [XFEHL DAL AAEE 2 £~ &
Tenwhtamhnbil & T2 THOBEENEDOREH
TICE D DDEREPDTZD 2T DTEAENR, ZOR
KANDOFNZT TN ZHEVEIDRI>T2] (61-62),
EWVH Db A LLRICHR L B AV E B AR 2 AR
ol &, EORNNINVADEBEFARRIZZRST200D
72(62), £z FtH & LTRHA L7ZEZE TH & 2% Charles
Wirgman (1874) (. i&E O HFRE TOBES O T
% The Illustrated London News @ ‘A Japanese
Dinner Party LW HRHFIZLTWDHN, BFF my
YHE] THLLPWHDOIRZ SN FROALEE LF Y

WHY . MHBNIT I Ty b N s 2= Uy

(X 2)

YN BRIZEAA =Y La— e =R Fa— L3
ShTWg (13), ZOBBESAZME L AANTIE, #
EHARETHTREI LWV RUTBBHR D S T2 L D72,
AF Y ANFATE DT THERE B TR L B
FLTWDHER, TO—FHT, HEoHOLIT—EITRAT
[HARDOWi% (a Japanese dinner) | Z{&ER L., Th %
LA LTV A FY 2N B2 < 1E72Vy, Smith @
Wraid, WpRA 7 L CHS LIZFAICFEITESETH D
STET, TNEEBR LI, 72720, #o8 THARDBE:
E] EFUELARAIZL TV DX, Wirgman @ ‘A
Japanese Dinner Party’ (227 b= (X 2) 72H b
HETEH 510, EESCHARE TR, EiEiZo
Too NN &R O TEHA~RlEST 200 A3 MR D 12T
ANE LT, HUGO—IFBEICBEIE Y 72 D b O & B TIT
CEBEATEI B 5 (BANERORER (1)) 3)
EWVWIFEZ, BRLT I LIS A, HRIC, £
S OANEARZDIZDIHE EV ZRLIZ N> TNDE, £
LT, B CTOHAROMES RO BN LE 72, Z
D L% Smith 1%, EERLIC GEFHDO) WYV ERD

ZEIIFEAERARET, ENTHY NEOREER
ELEZLN TS NG (126) EFFICHIIL T
Do WHMRDIZHOIL, =, £ L THELZHORE
OB KT S BERKTS -7,

‘A Japanese Dinner Party’ (Wirgman 12)
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