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ABSTRACT

This paper examines the effects of developing a geographical perspective through a practical
approach to sociology in a nursing program. The increased need for nursing care in the entire
local community has changed greatly with greater need for nurses because of the falling birth
rate and the aging population. Based on these trends, intending to help students in gaining a
better understanding about nursing care and patients, this paper presents a lesson on sociology
with a geographical perspective. Furthermore, the paper examines how well the introduction of
geographical perspective can lead to an improved understanding of local communities for future
nurses. Most students have indistinct images of sociology since their high school studies and
about half of them show a strong motivation to acquire basic knowledge and skills about
nursing care. According to the questionnaire about the students’ impressions after the lecture,
many students answered that they understand the present conditions of the health care system,
which is directly related to nursing care. In addition, the questionnaire revealed that the
students are aware of the usefulness of learning how local communities work for the future
nursing industry, which is not directly related to medical or nursing care. A large fraction of
respondents gave positive or favorable responses in their general impression of the lecture. The
responses imply the acquisition of geographical perspective on local communities that
contributes to the future of the nursing industry. Every student aspires to use the contents or
ideas presented in the lecture in order to connect with local communities as health professionals
in future. Clearly, geographical perspective enables health professionals to effectively and
objectively examine local communities. Moreover, it also gives them the opportunity to reflect
further their own roles in local communities and how they may establish contact with local

communities.
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